Rochalimaea quintana and Rochalimaea henselae are closely related, fastidious, gram-negative rickettsiae. Thus far, the spectrum of human Rochalimaea sp. infections has not included endocarditis. We describe a 50-year-old human immunodeficiency virus-positive man who developed endocarditis caused by R. quintana. DNA relatedness studies, which compared our patient's blood culture isolate with known Rochalimaea species, identified the organism as R. quintana. Our Several days later, the patient's hand inflammation had resolved and his serum creatinine had decreased to 248 ,umol/liter. He was discharged on hospital day 8 with the diagnosis of endocarditis and the plan to continue ceftriaxone for an additional 4 weeks. The patient's blood cultures, which had been inoculated into BACTEC 26 bottles, showed growth index changes indicating the presence of microorganisms on days 28 and 42 after they were inoculated. Gram stains (with safranin and carbofuchsin used as counterstains) were performed but were negative. Nevertheless, the bottles with increased growth indices were subcultured onto enriched chocolate agar plates (BBL blood agar base with 5% defibrinated sheep blood agar heated for 10 min at 90°C by standard protocols) and were incubated in 3% CO2 in a candle jar with increased humidity at 35°C. Pinpoint colonies were seen on day 4. On day 7, these colonies were approximately 1 mm in diameter, round, tan colored, and somewhat dome shaped. Gram staining showed tiny coccobacillary gram-negative rods that were best visualized with carbofuchsin counterstaining. The organism was oxidase and catalase negative.
Rochalimaea quintana, a fastidious, gram-negative rickettsia, is the causative agent of trench fever, a disease characterized by fever, bone pain, splenomegaly, and rash (14) . Recently, R. quintana has been isolated from the blood of a human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-infected patient living in the United States (16) and from HIV-infected patients with cutaneous bacillary angiomatosis (4) . A very closely related organism, Rochalimaea henselae, has been established as a cause of cutaneous bacillary angiomatosis, persistent bacteremia, and peliosis hepatis (4, 8, 11, 16) . Most R. henselae infections have involved HIV-infected patients (3, 10, 12, 16) . Therefore, at least two species of Rochalimaea cause contemporary human infections within the United States (7) . According to our Several days later, the patient's hand inflammation had resolved and his serum creatinine had decreased to 248 ,umol/liter. He was discharged on hospital day 8 with the diagnosis of endocarditis and the plan to continue ceftriaxone for an additional 4 weeks.
The patient's blood cultures, which had been inoculated into BACTEC 26 bottles, showed growth index changes indicating the presence of microorganisms on days 28 and 42 after they were inoculated. Gram stains (with safranin and carbofuchsin used as counterstains) were performed but were negative. Nevertheless, the bottles with increased growth indices were subcultured onto enriched chocolate agar plates (BBL blood agar base with 5% defibrinated sheep blood agar heated for 10 min at 90°C by standard protocols) and were incubated in 3% CO2 in a candle jar with increased humidity at 35°C. Pinpoint colonies were seen on day 4 (16) . The organism was unreactive with R henselae-specific antibodies (9) .
DNA relatedness studies were performed to compare the isolate from our patient (strain B-92-002100) with known Rochalimaea isolates. Extraction and purification of DNA and the hydroxyapatite hybridization method for determining DNA relatedness were performed as described previously (2) . DNA hybridization results are given in Table 1 . Labeled DNA from Rochalimaea sp. strain B-92-002100 was 97% related to R. quintana in reassociation reactions at both 55 and 700C. There was no evidence of divergence within the related sequences. In the reciprocal reaction, using labeled R. quintana DNA, relatedness was 100% by using both optimal and stringent criteria, with 0.5% divergence within related sequences. Labeled DNA from strain B-92-002100 was 76% related (9% divergence) to R henselae at 55°C and 47% related to R henselae, its next closest relative, at 70°C. These DNA hybridization results thus identified isolate B-92-002100 as R. quintana. 
